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SNOW SURVEYS AND IRRIGATION WATER FORECASTS 
FOR 
RIO GRANDE BASIN 


March 1, 1938 


The following data pertaining to snow surveys and irrigation watemsupply forecasts are 
provided by the Bureau of Agricultural Engineering of the Ue Se Department of Agriculture, in 
cooperation with other Federal Bureaus, State Departments, and local organizations. 1/ 


Precipitation on the watershed of the Rio Grande in Colorado and New Mexico has been 
considerably below normal during the period from October 1 to March 1, the deficiency being about 
Oef inch. The precipitation on the watersheds of the Canadian and San Juan Rivers was also less 
than normal and the deficiency was about 069 inche Normal precipitetion occurred on the watershed 
of the Gila and on the Pecos it was above normal because of heavy storms in the extreme southern 
portion of the watershed. Precipitation during February was generally above normal over New 
Mexico but below normal in the San Luis Valley in Coloradoe 


The snow cover on the watershed of the Rio Grande in Colorado and New Mexico is 30 percent 
less than it was last year at this timee Most of the deficiency occurred in New Mexico but the snow 
fall in the San Luis Valley also, was less than last yeare The snow cover on the watershed of the 
Canadian is considerably less than it was on March 1, 19370 Unless conditions improve during the 
next two months the summer flow of these streams will be below normale 


Reservoir storage on the upper Rio Grande is about 75 percent of what it was on March 1, 1937.« 
The Elephant Butte Reservoir on the Lower Rio Grande has 1,219,700 acre feet in storage which is 50 
percent more than it was last year at this time. Storage in the El Vado Reservoir at the present time 
is ho percent less than it was last yeare The mcisture content of the soil is normal in the Lower Ria 
Grande Valley and fairly good in the San Luis Valley. 
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Bureau of Agricultural Engineering, Ue. Se Dept. Agre; Forest Service; Coloe Agrie Expt. Station 
Coloe Expt. Station, Fort Collins, Coloe 


Main Drainage 


Summary of Federal and State Cooperative Snow Surveys 


Issued Mare 9, 


1938s 


a pins 


RIO GRANDE 
26e|Wolf Creek Pass |South Fork Coloe Wolf Cre Pass |4%-37N-2E |10000|Rio Grande} —— |98.7 |76.9] -— | 31-4 sn! 
27+|Upper Rio Grande |Rio Grande " Rio Grande Res. |13-40ON-4W | 9350] " n — 130.7 |24.9} — 669 | Su 
2Se|Cumbres Pass* Los Pinos R. " Cumbres Pass 17=32N=5E |10000} * " — 17723 [G42] —— | 2829 | 2203 
T4e|LaVeta Pass Noe2|San. Cristo Cr.| " LaVeta Pass 22=28S—70OW| 9300 jOff Forest} —<— |25.5 |---| —= .{/\— 
U7e| Silver Lakes Alamosa Re a LmieSeSilver Le |15—36N-5E | 9600/Rio Grande} —- |26.4 |23.3) —- a 503 
49,|River Springs Conejos Re . LOmieWeMogote |25-33N-6E | 9300] ™ a ~-— |37e4 |29.2| —— | 106 Te3 
le| Red River Red River NeMexd 4mieSW Red R. |29-28N-15E] 9500|Carson —— [42,S#/17-7| — | lle Te) 
2e|Taos Canon Rio de Taos u 15mieE.Taos ores 9000} —— 126.9 | 83) — Tat | 2e8 
Ae Holman Hill Rio Pueblo u 13mieNE Penasco |10—22N-14E} 9400; " we | 5 [aman] ae 160 | ———— 
«| Aspen Grove Rio En Medio %  |9mi. NE Santa F¢l2-18N-1OB} 9100|Santa Fe | -— [18.8 | 668} -— | 4et | 1.7 
5e| Lee Ranch Jemez Cre " 6mieNW Bland 18N—UE 9050; 1" T | we [2902 11505] == | Geb | 306 
6e| Canjilon Canjilon Cr. " SmieNE Canjilon)4-26N~6E 9500 |Carson m— | 5309#)4007| -= | 20e0H 1267 
Te|Rio Nutrias Rio Nutrias " LOmieS.ParkView|6-27N-5E 7900) * —— (2009 |10.8) — 663 | Yee 
Se| Panchuela Panchuela Cr. " 2mielleCowles 34U-LON-12E] 8500 |Santa Fe mw | 900 | 2c] =~ Sel | ett 
Je| Hematite Park* j|Red River a" 7mieNWelherma | 8 28N-15H | 9500|Carson —— 12265 11305) —— 7e0 |} Yel 
12.|Tres Ritos Aqua Piedra : 7mieWeHolman |23=22N~13E} 9000; " we |a--— | 7e7|) == | ———| 207 
CANADLAN 
Je; Hematite Park /Morena Or. j@mielW Therma (| 8—-28N-15B | 9500;Carson me | 2203 | 13525| —— 7eO-| ed 
109] Ocate Mesa Ocate Cre |3mieSE Black L | 25-2lN-L6E 9200 |Off Forest| —— |--—— | 6.2} -- | --—| 166 


1/ The snow measurements are made principally by field personnel of the Use Se Forest Service and Colorado State 
Engineer. This work is otherwise conducted cooperatively with the State Engineers of Colorado and New Mexico, 

Ue S. Weather Bureau, Colorado Agricultural Experiment Station, and various municipalities, irrigation associations 
and otherse | 


*On adjacent drainage 


#Morch 15, 1937 (7939-38) 
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